Total Economy Run – the only legitimate and unbiased barometer of fuel efficiency in passenger vehicles since the ‘70’s

Are you in the market to buy a new vehicle?  

Then you need to look at the Total Economy Run, the only legitimate and unbiased barometer of fuel efficiency in passenger vehicles in South Africa.

Every year, Total South Africa manages the Total Economy Run where car manufacturers and dealers are invited to enter their petrol and diesel passenger vehicles in various classes, from up to and including 1100cc to 3001cc. 

This year the event takes place in and around Thaba ‘Nchu from 9 to 12 September. It is a motorsport event, sanctioned by Motorsport South Africa and it is specifically formatted to show the fuel economy capabilities of:

· Well- maintained and 

· Well-driven modern passenger vehicles 

· In varying conditions 

· Over a representative selection of South African tarred roads.

The start and finish will be at the Black Mountain Leisure & Conference Hotel, Thaba ‘Nchu.  The route on day one takes competitors over 100km.  Day two is 600km and day three 400km. Clerk of the Course, Zybrand Wepener, has approved a testing 1100km route and competitors will face a variety of road conditions.  Each vehicle must have a crew of two – driver and navigator – and an appointed observer will be in the vehicle at all times on the route.  Drivers must keep to specific speeds and arrive at check points at specified times.  This prohibits drivers travelling at unrealistic speeds.

Vehicles will use Total Evolution fuel and will have Nitrogen in their tyres.
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Carbon control a key factor for car buyers

Buying patterns in Europe show that people buying motor vehicles are being influenced by environmental considerations and South Africans are following suit.

In S.A. stringent new legislation will see a punitive new tax introduced on vehicles exceeding prescribed CO2 levels that could see South African motorists joining the green revolution.

Enter Total Evolution and Nitrogen – a powerful combination.

BENEFITS OF TOTAL EVOLUTION

With more and more rigorous specifications relating to environmental aspects, TOTAL Research Centres have been continuously developing this formula to adapt to new statutory specifications, as well new engine technologies.

TOTAL EVOLUTION always brings practical benefits!

Better protection for your engine (1)

The various properties in TOTAL EVOLUTION fuel enable optimal engine performance by guaranteeing increased efficiency at the various stages of use: starting up, on the road, urban driving and improved acceleration. Using TOTAL EVOLUTION fuel helps maintain your engine by limiting wear and tear and keeping it clean.

Reduced consumption (1)

A clogged-up engine can increase your fuel consumption.  So it is vital to keep your engine clean to guarantee its efficiency. By reducing clogging and limiting internal friction in your engine, TOTAL EVOLUTION allows you to reduce your consumption.

Reduced pollutant and CO2 emissions (1)

By guaranteeing improved performance in your engine, TOTAL EVOLUTION reduces pollutant emissions (fumes, CO, NOx, etc). In addition, reduced consumption leads directly to CO2 reductions.

(1) compared to a non-additive fuel
BENEFITS OF NITROGEN

Maintains pressure better 

Tyre pressure is four times better because nitrogen is the slowest migrating gas through a tyre. Less top-ups are needed and less worry about your tyres.

Tyres run at optimum temperature

Nitrogen is a pure, inert gas and does not retain heat. A tyre that won’t overheat is a safer tyre.

Extends tyre life by 20% or more

Tyres at the correct temperature and the correct pressure will give you maximum tyre life.

Reduced fuel consumption

A 30% under-inflated tyre can reduce tyre life by approximately 30% and increase fuel consumption by 3%. 

FAQ’s

Is Nitrogen dangerous?

No. It is an inert, dead gas. It cannot burn or explode and is also completely dry. It is used in most fire extinguishers and to inflate all commercial aircraft tyres, formula 1 and other professional racing tyres and can be used whenever you want to get the most out of a tyre.

Should I change the tyre pressure when I inflate with Nitrogen?

No. Always inflate your tyres to the pressure recommended by the tyre manufacturer or motor dealer. Because your tyres are inflated with nitrogen, they should remain at optimum pressure for longer.

If I have Nitrogen in my tyres, can I top up with air?

Yes, but it is not recommended. Nitrogen makes up 78% of our atmosphere. By diluting the nitrogen, you will dilute the benefits. You will only need to top-up your tyres every 6-8 months. Always, if possible, top up with nitrogen.

If I have air in my tyres, can I top-up with Nitrogen?

Yes. As the atmosphere consists of 78% nitrogen, it will not negatively affect your tyres. In fact it can only do good.

Can inflating my tyres with nitrogen help improve fuel economy? 

Yes. Because your tyres are at the correct pressure all the time, their rolling resistance will be reduced, lowering fuel consumption. Less friction equals less energy consumption.

Classes *:

Petrol driven passenger vehicles, manual or automatic with seating for a maximum of 7 people, including the driver.

Class A :  up to and including 1100cc

Class B:   1101cc up to and including 1350cc

Class C:   1351cc up to and including 1500cc

Class D:   1501cc up to and including 1600cc

Class E:   1601cc up to and including 1800cc

Class F:   1801cc up to and including 2000cc

Class G:   2001cc up to and including 2500cc

Class H:   2501cc up to and including 3000cc

Class I :    Over 3001 cc

Diesel driven passenger vehicles, manual or automatic with seating for a maximum of 7 people including the driver.

Class J:   up to and including 1600cc

Class K:  1601cc up to and including 2000cc

Class L:   2001cc up to and including 2500cc

Class M:  2501cc up to and including 3000cc

Class N:  3001cc and over

Class O:  SUV’s and Double Cabs as listed by Car magazine - petrol driven –

                Will be scored on fuel consumption.  Only 4wheel drive and all 

                wheel drive vehicles are eligible

Class P:  SUV’s and Double Cabs as listed by Car magazine – diesel – driven 

               will be scored on fuel consumption.  4 Wheel drive and all wheel 

               drive vehicles are eligible
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* Class information supplied by Car magazine

